RACISM
The Three False Gods
The chief idols in the desecrated temple of mankind are none other than the triple gods
of Nationalism, Racialism and Communism, at whose altars governments and peoples,
whether democratic or totalitarian, at peace or at war, of the East or of the West,
Christian or Islamic, are, in various forms and in different degrees, now worshiping. [...]
The theories and policies, so unsound, so pernicious, which deify the state and exalt the
nation above mankind, which seek to subordinate the sister races of the world to one
single race, which discriminate between the black and the white, and which tolerate the
dominance of one privileged class over all others -- these are the dark, the false, and
crooked doctrines for which any man or people who believes in them, or acts upon
them, must, sooner or later, incur the wrath and chastisement of God.
(Shoghi Effendi, The Promised Day is Come, p. 113)
A tremendous effort is required by both races if their outlook, their manners, and
conduct are to reflect, in this darkened age, the spirit and teachings of the Faith of
Bahá’u’lláh. Casting away once and for all the fallacious doctrine of racial superiority,
with all its attendant evils, confusion, and miseries, and welcoming and encouraging the
intermixture of races, and tearing down the barriers that now divide them, they should
each endeavor, day and night, to fulfill their particular responsibilities in the common
task which so urgently faces them. Let them, while each is attempting to contribute its
share to the solution of this perplexing problem, call to mind the warnings of Abdu’lBahá, and visualize, while there is yet time, the dire consequences that must follow if
this challenging and unhappy situation that faces the entire American nation is not
definitely remedied.
Let the white make a supreme effort in their resolve to contribute their share to the
solution of this problem, to abandon once for all their usually inherent and at times
subconscious sense of superiority, to correct their tendency towards revealing a
patronizing attitude towards the members of the other race, to persuade them through
their intimate, spontaneous and informal association with them of the genuineness of
their friendship and the sincerity of their intentions, and to master their impatience of
any lack of responsiveness on the part of a people who have received, for so long a
period, such grievous and slow-healing wounds.
Let the Negroes, through a corresponding effort on their part, show by every means in
their power the warmth of their response, their readiness to forget the past, and their
ability to wipe out every trace of suspicion that may still linger in their hearts and minds.
Let neither think that the solution of so vast a problem is a matter that exclusively
concerns the other. Let neither think that such a problem can either easily or
immediately be resolved. Let neither think that they can wait confidently for the solution
of this problem until the initiative has been taken, and the favorable circumstances
created, by agencies that stand outside the orbit of their Faith. Let neither think that
anything short of genuine love, extreme patience, true humility, consummate tact, sound
initiative, mature wisdom, and deliberate, persistent, and prayerful effort, can succeed in
blotting out the stain which this patent evil has left on the fair name of their common
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country. Let them rather believe, and be firmly convinced, that on their mutual
understanding, their amity, and sustained cooperation, must depend, more than on any
other force or organization operating outside the circle of their Faith, the deflection of
that dangerous course so greatly feared by Abdu’l-Bahá, and the materialization of the
hopes He cherished for their joint contribution to the fulfillment of that country's glorious
destiny.
(Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 39)
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