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THE LESSER AND THE GREATER PEACE 
 
CXIX. O ye rulers of the earth! Wherefore have ye clouded the radiance of the Sun, and 
caused it to cease from shining? Hearken unto the counsel given you by the Pen of the 
Most High, that haply both ye and the poor may attain unto tranquillity and peace. We 
beseech God to assist the kings of the earth to establish peace on earth. He, verily, doth 
what He willeth. 
O kings of the earth! We see you increasing every year your expenditures, and laying the 
burden thereof on your subjects. This, verily, is wholly and grossly unjust. Fear the sighs 
and tears of this wronged One, and lay not excessive burdens on your peoples. Do not rob 
them to rear palaces for yourselves; nay rather choose for them that which ye choose for 
yourselves. Thus We unfold to your eyes that which profiteth you, if ye but perceive. Your 
people are your treasures. Beware lest your rule violate the commandments of God, and ye 
deliver your wards to the hands of the robber. By them ye rule, by their means ye subsist, 
by their aid ye conquer. Yet, how disdainfully ye look upon them! How strange, how very 
strange! 
Now that ye have refused the Most Great Peace, hold ye fast unto this, the Lesser Peace, 
that haply ye may in some degree better your own condition and that of your dependents.  
O rulers of the earth! Be reconciled among yourselves, that ye may need no more 
armaments save in a measure to safeguard your territories and dominions. Beware lest ye 
disregard the counsel of the All-Knowing, the Faithful.  
Be united, O kings of the earth, for thereby will the tempest of discord be stilled amongst 
you, and your peoples find rest, if ye be of them that comprehend. Should any one among 
you take up arms against another, rise ye all against him, for this is naught but manifest 
justice. 
(Bahá’u’lláh in Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 253) 
 
With reference to the question you have asked concerning the time and means through 
which the Lesser and Most Great Peace, referred to by Bahá’u’lláh, will be established, 
following the coming world war. Your view that the lesser peace will come about through 
political efforts of the states and nations of the world, and independently of any direct Bahá’í 
plan or effort, and the Most Great peace established through the instrumentality of the 
believers, and by the direct operation of the laws and principles revealed by Bahá’u’lláh and 
the functioning of the Universal House of Justice as the supreme organ of the Bahá’í super 
state--your view on this subject is quite correct and in full accord with the pronouncements 
of the Guardian ad embodies in the 'Unfoldment of World Civilization'. 
(From a letter written of behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, March 14, 1939) 
 
There is also this statement from a letter written in 1946 to an individual believer on behalf 
of the beloved Guardian by his secretary: 
'All we know is that the lesser and the Most Great Peace will come -- their exact dates we 
do not know.’ 
(From a letter of the Universal House of Justice, July 29, 1974) 


