KNOWLEDGE

In the third Tajalli (effulgence) of the Book of Tajalliyat (Book of Effulgences) We have
mentioned: "Arts, crafts and sciences uplift the world of being, and are conducive to its
exaltation. Knowledge is as wings to man's life, and a ladder for his ascent. Its
acquisition is incumbent upon everyone. The knowledge of such sciences, however,
should be acquired as can profit the peoples of the earth, and not those which begin
with words and end with words. Great indeed is the claim of scientists and craftsmen on
the peoples of the world. Unto this beareth witness the Mother Book in this conspicuous
station." In truth, knowledge is a veritable treasure for man, and a source of glory, of
bounty, of joy, of exaltation, of cheer and gladness unto him. Happy the man that
cleaveth unto it, and woe betide the heedless.

(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, Page: 26)

72. O thou true friend! Read, in the school of God, the lessons of the spirit, and learn
from love's Teacher the innermost truths. Seek out the secrets of Heaven, and tell of the
overflowing grace and favour of God.

Although to acquire the sciences and arts is the greatest glory of mankind, this is so
only on condition that man's river flow into the mighty sea, and draw from God's ancient
source His inspiration. When this cometh to pass, then every teacher is a shoreless
ocean, every pupil a prodigal fountain of knowledge. If, then, the pursuit of knowledge
lead to the beauty of Him Who is the Object of all Knowledge, how excellent that goal;
but if not, a mere drop will perhaps shut a man off from flooding grace, for with learning
cometh arrogance and pride, and it bringeth on error and indifference to God.

The sciences of today are bridges to reality; if then they lead not to reality, naught
remains but fruitless illusion. By the one true God! If learning be not a means of access
to Him, the Most Manifest, it is nothing but evident loss.

It is incumbent upon thee to acquire the various branches of knowledge, and to turn thy
face toward the beauty of the Manifest Beauty, that thou mayest be a sign of saving
guidance amongst the peoples of the world, and a focal centre of understanding in this
sphere from which the wise and their wisdom are shut out, except for those who set foot
in the Kingdom of lights and become informed of the veiled and hidden mystery, the
well-guarded secret.

(Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Baha, Page: 110)

The Papal See has constantly opposed knowledge; even in Europe it is admitted that
religion is the opponent of science, and that science is the destroyer of the foundations
of religion. While the religion of God is the promoter of truth, the founder of science and
knowledge, it is full of goodwill for learned men; it is the civilizer of mankind, the
discoverer of the secrets of nature, and the enlightener of the horizons of the world.
Consequently, how can it be said to oppose knowledge? God forbid! Nay, for God,
knowledge is the most glorious gift of man and the most noble of human perfections. To
oppose knowledge is ignorant, and he who detests knowledge and science is not a
man, but rather an animal without intelligence. For knowledge is light, life, felicity,
perfection, beauty and the means of approaching the Threshold of Unity. It is the honor
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and glory of the world of humanity, and the greatest bounty of God. Knowledge is
identical with guidance, and ignorance is real error.

Happy are those who spend their days in gaining knowledge, in discovering the secrets
of nature, and in penetrating the subtleties of pure truth! Woe to those who are
contented with ignorance, whose hearts are gladdened by thoughtless imitation, who
have fallen into the lowest depths of ignorance and foolishness, and who have wasted
their lives!

(Some Answered Questions, Page: 137)

The Basis of All Knowledge

When studying at school or university Baha'i youth will often find themselves in the
unusual and slightly embarrassing position of having a more profound insight into a
subject than their instructors. The Teachings of Baha'u'llah throw light on so many
aspects of human life and knowledge that a Baha'i must learn, earlier than most, to
weigh the information that is given to him rather than to accept it blindly. A Bah&'i has
the advantage of the Divine Revelation for this age, which shines like a searchlight on
so many problems that baffle modern thinkers; he must therefore develop the ability to
learn everything from those around him, showing proper humility before his teachers,
but always relating what he hears to the Bah&'i teachings, for they will enable him to
sort out the gold from the dross of human error.

(Wellspring of Guidance -- Messages 1963-1968, Page: 95)
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